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II, " La periode coloniale, 1607-1765 ;" III, " L' influence ecossaise ;" IV, 
" L' influence de la philosophic allemande." The discussions comprised 
in this group, which amounts to rather more than one-half of the whole 
essay, not only describe our thought in its beginnings and earlier progress, 
but also exemplify the author's purpose to treat the connection of reflective 
thinking with the intellectual, social, and moral development of the nation. 
Toward their close they lead naturally over to the consideration of contem- 
porary movements, which are recorded in a series of expositions of a little 
less than equal length : Chap. V, " Ecoles contemporaines — idealistes ; " 
VI, "La philosophie de revolution;" VII, "La psychologie ;" VIII, "A 
1' heure presente. " In this division of his field and organization of his mate- 
rial, Father van Becelaere has encountered the difficulties of arrangement 
which always confront the historian of opinion, and in addition certain others 
which are incident to the special development of American thought. In 
spite of the dangers which lurk in such conditions, the suggestiveness of 
his historical conception and its fruitfulness will be evident from the outline 
of the argument which the statement of these heads of chapters may serve 
to furnish. With omissions of a substantive sort he is seldom to be charged. 
Of the three suggested in the Introduction by Professor Royce, who holds 
that the treatise would gain by being enlarged, the most serious is the ab- 
sence of a full account of recent Pragmatism, though in regard to this it 
might perhaps be said that the movement has attained its greatest promi- 
nence since the date with which the author's survey closes. 

Concerning the historical treatment of details, a similar judgment is in 
place : while Father van Becelaere' s work is open here and there to criti- 
cism, he is to be congratulated that he has successfully accomplished so 
much. Or, in the words of the Introduction, which may stand as an antici- 
pation of the probable verdict of philosophical scholars at large : ' ' Every- 
where the earnest effort to collect the material and to present fairly the 
result, is evident. And we students of philosophy in America will cer- 
tainly feel thankful for what we get in this study in the way of exposition 
and comparison ; and we shall hope for more in the same spirit. We our- 
selves possess no study made by one of ourselves that is anywhere nearly 
as adequate "(p. xi). 

A. C. Armstrong. 

Wesleyan University. 

La dottrina della conoscensa nei moderni precursori di Kant. Per E. 
Troilo. Torino, Fratelli Bocca, 1904. — pp. x, 304. 

The precursors of Kant whose theories of knowledge are expounded 
and criticised in Dr. Troilo' s book are Bacon, Galileo, Descartes, Leibniz, 
Wolff, Berkeley, Locke, and Hume. It is evident, therefore, that almost 
the whole of pre-Kantian epistemology since the sixteenth century is in- 
cluded in the scope of his work, and it is perhaps to be regretted that it 
could not have been so far extended as to have included some notice of 
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Hobbes and Spinoza ; since, though neither philosopher can in strictness 
rank as a "precursor of Kant," each contributed something to the work- 
ing out of the epistemological problem, and exerted an influence upon the 
streams of thought that finally mingled in the Critique of Pure Reason. 
Within the limits which he has set for himself, Dr. Troilo has accomplished 
his task well ; it would not be easy to find elsewhere in such brief compass 
so lucid and thorough a setting forth of these several theories of knowl- 
edge. The doctrine of Galileo, often ignored in English and German 
histories of philosophy, has sufficient interest to be well worth recalling. 
The value of Bacon's contributions to epistemology is perhaps a little over- 
rated. The analysis and criticism of Locke's teaching is excellent, and 
the importance of his philosophy as opening the road which led to Kantian- 
ism is fully brought out. The treatment of Berkeley seems to the present 
writer a little less satisfactory, partly because he is regarded as having his 
place in the idealistic current of thought to which Descartes and Leibniz 
belonged, and it is not sufficiently recognized to how great an extent, in 
epistemology as well as in psychology, he was a faithful follower of Locke. 
The relation of Hume to Kant has been so often and so exhaustively dis- 
cussed that there is not much new to be said on the subject ; but the author, 
who has wisely drawn his account of Hume's doctrine from the Essays 
and the Inquiry as well as from the Treatise on Human Nature, gives a 
clear and appreciative statement of the great sceptic's position. We are 
promised in the final chapter another book dealing with the adequacy 
of Kant's solution of the problem left to him by Hume ; Dr. Troilo' s con- 
tribution to this much-debated question will be awaited with interest. 

E. Ritchie. 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Lehrbuch der Geschichteder Philosophic Von W. Windelband. Dritte, 
durchgesehene Aufiage. Tubingen und Leipzig, J. C. B. Mohr, 1903. — 
pp. viii, 575. 

This third edition of Windelband' s work involves no very extensive revi- 
sion, as but three years have passed since the second edition appeared. 
" Still the reader will find not only that the bibliography and literature have 
been carefully revised and supplemented, but also that the text has been 
altered in many places, where recent works seemed to require corrections, 
or a shortening or expanding of the treatment." Examination shows that 
the additions to the literature are frequent, with notable omission of many 
important English editions and monographs. Perhaps the most surprising 
is the persistence under the Kantian literature of the reference to Caird's 
first book on Kant (1877) unaccompanied by any reference to the more 
comprehensive work of 1889. The additions to the text are largely in the 
form of notes calling attention to recently published results of investigation. 
Happy the system of printing and publishing which permits such constant 
revision ! The permanent value of the book as a history of problems and 



